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Why protect young bucks?

·Improve age structure.

·Improve buck:doeratios.

·Shorten the breeding season.

·Improve the quality of bucks.



·Judging age òon-the-hoofó is difficult.

·Antler size generally increases with age.

·Antler criteria can protect younger bucks.
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Why use antler criteria?



History of Antler Restrictions in MS

·Prior to 1995

·Limited antlerless opportunity.

·Any hardened antler.

·Greater than 44% of the buck 

harvest was 1½ year olds on 

DMAP and WMAs.

·1995

·4-point law:

·Antlerless harvest education.

·Protection of 1½ year-old bucks.



Advantage of 4-Point Law
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Prior to 1995, 50% of harvested bucks were 1½ or younger.

In 2005 (ten years later), over 60% of harvested bucks were 3½ years old and older! 



Disadvantages of Point-based 

Restrictions

This deer is a 4pt at 1½ year old ïand legal under the 4-point law.



Disadvantages of Point-based 

Restrictions

This deer is a 7pt at 1½ year old ïand legal under the 4-point law.



Disadvantages of Point-based 

Restrictions

This deer is a 6 pt at 1½ year old ïand legal under the 4-point law.



Disadvantages of Point-based 

Restrictions

This why all spikes should not be targeted on all properties.



Disadvantages of Point-based 

Restrictions
Under the 4-point law, this deer is not legal until 3½ years old and is not what most 

hunters would consider a desirable 3 ½ year old.


